Wellmont Hospice
2014 Camp Caterpillar - Informed Consent
Wellmont Hospice, as a public service, provides bereavement services for children and adults who have experienced loss/death.
The intent of the children’s grief camp is to provide children with an opportunity to be with others who are surviving and
grieving a death. Sharing the painful and confusing feelings of grief helps children understand that death is a part of life, that
others experience similar emotions, and that emotional expression can help one heal. Additionally, the camp is facilitated by
professional social workers, nurses, grief counselors and trained volunteers who will provide opportunities in a fun outdoor
setting for children to learn about grief responses and develop improved skills to cope with these.
Rights and Responsibilities
Participants at camp have the responsibility to share their experiences, respond respectfully as other participants share their
experiences, and honor others’ privacy and confidentiality. Participants are never forced to disclose information and may elect
to only listen during any part of the camp.
Participants and/or parents/guardians have the responsibility to inform the camp counselors if they feel that they need additional
support.
Participants and/or parents/guardians have the responsibility to inform the camp counselors if they cannot participate in the full
day schedule.
Parents/guardians are responsible for supervising their own child before and after the camp.
Parents/guardians must inform the camp counselor if their child is receiving treatment from any other counselor, social worker,
psychologist, psychiatrist, etc. This is important in coordinating services.
Camp counselors, staff and volunteers will maintain confidentiality with the following exceptions: suspicion of physical, sexual,
and/or emotional abuse and/or neglect will be reported as required by law; suspicion of risk of self-harm or harm to others will
be reported as necessary; and legal orders will be complied with according to Wellmont policies.
Camp counselors are available to educate parents/guardians regarding normal grief responses and warning signs of a child in
distress. This content will be provided to adult participants during the camp. Adults may also request this information at any
time. Counselors will assist parents/guardians in locating additional services as needed.
Camp counselors will maintain a written record noting each child’s/family’s intake information, areas of need/concern, level of
participation and any completed/suggested referrals.
Release
Wellmont Hospice works hard to provide a safe and supervised environment, but by signing below, Parent/Guardian
acknowledges that the activities of camp life involve some risk of injury, and Parents/guardians hereby release Wellmont
Hospice, its employees and volunteers from any and all liability for injuries sustained as a result of participation in such
camp activities or as a result of the actions of other campers.
Parents/guardians understand that confronting the painful feelings of grief may contribute to an escalation of a child’s
emotional and behavioral responses. Parents agree to carefully observe their child during and after their involvement in
the camp. Parents accept the responsibility for seeking more intensive treatment for the child as they deem necessary
and/or contacting the camp counselors for a referral.
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